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NEWS

He was inspired to fly
by his love of Ukraine

JODIE BRUTON

A DANCER who grew up in
worn-torn Ukraine is thrilled
to grace the stage in Australia
for the first time this winter.

Now US-based, Oleksandr
Stoianov's family have twice
been displaced by war in
his homeland.

They fled to the Ukraine
capital Kyiv in early 2014
after Russia invaded and
annexed the Crimean Pen-
insula, and then from Kyiv in
the latest Russian invasion in
February 2022.

"We all hope this war ends
and Ukraine wins and that
we can rebuild our country,”
he said.

"Ukrainians have moved
all over the world and thou-
sands of people have died in
this war.

"In one year and two
months of war we have also
lost three ballet dancers, one
conductor and a musician
from the orchestra."

Now living in Seattle,
Stoianov continued to work
as the principal dancer, artis-
tic director and producer of
the Grand Kyiv Ballet.

Since the outbreak of war
in Ukraine in 2022, the com-
pany has remained outside
of Ukraine at the request
of families.
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Grand Kyiv Ballet principal dancer, artistic director and producer Oleksandr Stoianov, who is renowned for his high
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jumps and energy, is thrilled about the company's first Australian tour, which will wind up in Albury on June 30.

They now dance all around
the world including tours
throughout Europe, the US,
China and South America.

"We are excited to be tour-
ing Australia for the first time
this year," Stoianov said.

"All artists love to visit
Australia; ithas such aspecial
spirit and maybe that is be-
cause of the good weather!"

Renowned for his high
jumps and energy, Stoianov
trained in classical ballet al-
most by accident.
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He had been competing in
a ballroom dancing compe-
tition aged 11 when he was
spotted by a ballet teacher.

"The teacher told my fa-
ther I could be a talented
ballet dancer," he said.

"But I didn't want to train
in ballet because I loved ball-
room dancing.

"My father told me if  went
to Kyiv and trained in ballet I
would get a really good bicy-
cle, so I agreed to it!"

Stoianov said it took about

WEATHER

five years to really enjoy his
new craft.

"By the age of 16, I loved
ballet," Stoianov said.

"Now ballet is my life and
my business; I can't imagine
my life without ballet in it."

Grand Kyiv Ballet's up-
coming 20-venue Australian
tour will end at Albury Enter-
tainment Centre on Friday,
June 30.

The first act will feature
the Ukrainian showpiece,
Forest Song, which will be

performed in Australia for
the first time.

This legendary ballet is
a magical love story, full of
mysticism alongside the
conflict between the human
world and nature.

Fittingly, it tells a tale of
love and the fearless and
brave Mavka, who longs for
peace in her world, just as
Ukraine longs for peace in
her country today.

The Albury show starts
at 7.30pm.
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MOTORBIKE
DEALERSHIP
TARGETED

POLICE are investigating an
incident involving the theft
of $45,000 worth of motor-
bikes from a dealership.
Investigators believe a sto-
len blue 2002 Holden utility
was driven to a Benalla
motorbike dealership on
Wednesday last week.
Three motorbikes were
loaded up and taken from
the business.

Police were alerted and are
examining the circumstanc-
es of the theft.

Those with information
can call the Benalla Police
Station on (03) 5760 0200
or Crime Stoppers on 1800
333 000.

LATEST DAM,
RAIN FIGURES

HUME Dam was at 91 per
cent capacity on Wednes-
day, holding 2744Gl, at a
height of 190.67m. It was at
91 per cent onTuesday. This
time last year the dam was
at 85.7 per cent. Dartmouth
Dam was holding 3696GI at
96 per cent of capacity.
There was no rain record-
ed in Albury-Wodonga

for the 24 hours to 5pm
Wednesday. The Bureau of
Meteorology is forecasting
a mostly sunny day with an
expected top temperature
of 25C.

Weather: P23

LOTTO

Wednesday Lotto: Draw 4281
Winning numbers: 17, 7, 44, 45,
16, 3

Supplementary numbers: 4, 32
Division 1: Jackpotted

Division 2: $6,694.25

Division 3: $456.40

Division 4: $27.25

Division 5: $14.85

Division 6: $12.60

The Border Mail is printed and published by Regional Publishers (Western Victoria) Pty Ltd. ACN 006 247 016 at 1 McKoy Street, Wodonga, 3690.
Telephone (02) 6024 0555. *Recommended and maximum price only. Freight surcharge extra.
Registered by Australia Post Publication No. NAC1535.
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‘:* 10:45, 1:15, 4:15, 7:00
EVIL DEAD RISE (R18)
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'BEST FRIENDS GET'INTO'|

THE BEST KIND OF TROUBLE

L27
EXCLUSIVE TO CINEMAS.
REGENT CiNEMAS
GOLD CLASS
80 FOR BRADY (M) Today 3:15p|
SUPER MARIO BROS. (PG)
Today 4:15, 5:45, 6:45

win

d HONOUR AMONG THIEVES (M)

Today 10:45, 6:30

=

JOHN WICK: CHAPTER 4 (MA15)
Today 11:30, 3:30

SCREAM VI (MA15)

Today 9:15pm

JESUS REVOLUTION (M)
Today 11:00, 6:00

MAFIA MAMMA (MA15)
Today 1:30, 8:15

THE POPES EXORCIST (MA15)
Today 4:15, 9:15

THE SECRET KINGDOM (PG)
Today 11:00am

SUPER MARIO BROS. (PG)
Today 11:45, 2:15, 5:00

JOHN WICK: CHAPTER 4 (MA15)

Today 7:30pm

REGENT (E|XiTIRIAR!
PONNIYIN SELVAN: PART TWO (MA15) TAMIL
FRI 8:15PM SAT 8:15PM SUN 12:00PM

% ¥

JOHN WICK: CHAPTER 4 (MA15) Today 8:00pm
EVIL DEAD RISE (R18+) Today 9:15pm

PURCHASE

GIFTS AND BOOK TI

FRENGH FILM
FESTIALS

FROMELLES & POZIERES:
IN THE TRENCHES OF HELL

Peter Fitzsimmons

0On 19 July 1916, 7000 Australian soldiers -
attacked entrenched German positions at
Fromelles in northern France. By the next day,
there were over 5500 casualties, including
nearly 2000 dead - a bloodbath that the
Australian War Memorial describes as ‘the
worst 24 hours in Australia’s entire history.
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Jim Haynes

PETER
FITZSIMONS
FROMELLES &

ONLINE www.ruralbookshop.com.au
EMAIL ruralbookshop@theland.com.au

PHONE 1800 025 308

POST Rural Bookshop, PO Box 399, North Richmond, NSW, 2754.

(Money order or cheque made payable to Rural Bookshop. Please include your
phone number) All prices include GST, postage and handling.

These are the accounts, recollections

and legends that explain Australia’s
wartime reputation. They demonstrate the
extraordinary courage, resilience, stoic
humour, personal heroism and sacrifice that

THE BIG BOOK OF AUSTRALIA'S
WAR STORIES
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THE BIG BOOK OF

AUSTRALIA’S

JIM HAYNE:
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